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The Meetinghouse Crier

August 2010
 Pastor:  Rev. Peter Haddad
Franklin Congregational Church Founded 1718 
 Guilty or Innocent? 

Consider these two statements… 

A)
I’m a follower of God.

B) I’m a follower of my church. 

Are the two necessarily synonymous? Well, let’s ask some questions of ourselves and see if we can see. First let’s ask if one can be true without the other.

· Can one be a church member without being a follower of God?  I’m afraid so… have you not known this to be true? 

· Can one be a follower of God without being a church member? I’m afraid so… sometimes the church can “turn off” followers of God… have you not known this to be true? It has sometimes turned me off!

And of course we all know that one can be neither nor a church member, or one can be both. 

Because most of you reading this are church members, I’d like you to ask yourselves the following – and ask yourself today - not tomorrow… as well as being a church member, am I also a follower of God? Don’t answer too quickly, now; for all too often, we can associate church membership with following God. But for today’s purposes, I’d like you to separate the two; and as you ask yourself that question, imagine the following scenario. 

Imagine that tomorrow, being a true follower of God (or living for God, for the two are synonymous) were, made against the law. That would mean that suddenly, all Godly thoughts
 (for the Bible teaches us that “as a man thinks, so is he”), 

words
 (for the Bible teaches us that “out of the abundance of the heart, the mouth speaks”) and 

deeds
(for the Bible teaches us that “each man’s deeds shall be made manifest… then judged or rewarded”), were against the law! Now, without leaning upon church membership, or even church attendance, but just leaning upon your own thoughts, words and deeds, ask yourself this question…

If living a Godly life were against the law, would there be enough evidence to convict me?  Answer today, loved ones. Today, if you should hear His voice, harden not your hearts”.
    








Pastor

[image: image7.wmf]DAY–OVERNIGHT: CAMP BETHEL EAST HADDAM/ OUTDOOR WORSHIP AND CHURCH PICNIC
We have a reservation for Sat Aug 28th thru Sunday Aug 29th at Camp Bethel in East Haddam on the Connecticut River. This is the camp that Pastor Peter and Ms Sharon have a cottage at and run their WPI camp for youth each summer. I toured the camp, all the facilities and property and they are awesome! I need to contact the camp director ASAP with the head count for room rentals we will need for Sat evening.

  DAY/OVERNIGHT: We decided to rent out the 2 houses- Bethel Hall and Helping Hand. 
  They have been converted to bedrooms with double beds and dressers. Each floor has a shared bathroom with a   

  shower. Bethel Hall has 2 floors each with 6 rooms with double beds and 1 room with 2 singles. Helping Hand 
  is on the second floor with 5 rooms with double beds and a deck that directly overlooks the river. (There is also 
  Hooper Lodge with 3 rooms: two with 2 doubles and one with 2 singles with 3 private bathrooms. This is more 
  costly but available if we need the extra rooms.)The cost of rooms in Bethel Hall/Helping Hands is $20 per 
  room. I recommend you bring a window or oscillating fan for your room. You would need linens, pillows, and  

  shower items. If you have children there is room for sleeping bags in your room or we can buddy them up and 
  get a kid’s room to share between families- 4 kids could share the one room with 1 double and 2 singles or 2 
  kids in a double (so family of 4 would pay $20 plus $10 for ½ 2nd room for kids for total of $30.) I can help 
  families figure out lodging-just let me know.  Saturday would be early afternoon check- in and there is 
  volleyball, basketball, pool, play area and mini golf. I am working on plans for many family activities for the 
  day and evening with a  “Being Part of a Church Family” theme as well hopefully to end with a campfire. We 
  would bring our own food to share for lunch, dinner, and breakfast. Then Sunday morning would start 
  the outdoor worship/church picnic portion. We hope for a huge turn out for the day/overnight camping for Sat.  

  See me for any questions and I can include the website info for you to check out also. Consider joining us for 
  this great fellowship time.

 OUTDOOR WORSHIP/CHURCH PICNIC: There is an outdoor area with benches and fire pit close to parking 
 area and dining hall where we will hold our casual worship service. Lunch will follow. The Fellowship  

 Committee will be in charge of food /activities- the church will provide the meat and we ask that you bring a 
 dish, salad, or dessert to share. W e will provide drinks and paper products. Please bring swimsuit, towel, bug 
 spray, and lawn chair. There will be plenty of time for fellowship, games, activities and spending time in the 
 great outdoors. All the recreation areas will be available for our use as well. We would be leaving early 
 afternoon. There is plenty of parking. The camp is about ½ an hour from Franklin- follow Rt 2 to Rt 16( exit 18), 
 take a left onto Rt 16 and follow to a left onto Rt 149, go over the Bridge at the Good Speed Opera House and 
 after going over the tracks take the first right onto Camp Bethel Rd and camp is ahead on the right. Alternate  

 route (longer) follow Rt 82 to the Bridge at the Good Speed take Camp Bethel Road. 

          We hope that everyone will take advantage of this great opportunity to fellowship and worship together out in nature. We 
          encourage you to come to both the day/overnight Sat and worship/picnic Sunday but understand that some may only 
          choose to attend for the worship and picnic on Sunday and that is fine as well. The church in Franklin will be closed as 
          we are having this outdoor worship time together at the camp instead. I will be announcing our plans by email and in 
          church and posting it on the doors to alert everyone of our Aug 28-29th schedule-Please share this info with all of your 
          church family and plan to attend some or all of this great weekend together.
        I need to get back to the camp with the number of rental rooms for the day/overnight at Camp Bethel. If you and your  

        family wants to stay over please get in touch with me IMMEDIATELY so I can give accurate numbers. If you will only be 
        attending on Sunday I also need a number for that as well. If you don't have detailed info about this event email me and I 
        will send it to you again.  Saturday will be early afternoon check-in and we will share lunch, dinner, and breakfast 
       together.  Please bring food to share for these meals. I have plenty of activities planned for the day and will end off with a 
       campfire. Sunday worship will be casual and outdoors at 10 am, lunch will follow. The church will provide all paper 
       products, meat and drinks. Please bring a dish and or dessert to share, lawn chairs, swimsuit, and bug spray as it's wooded. 
       We will be leaving camp by 3pm.            Cindy Roberts 204-0860 or email cindyl.roberts@comcast.net
                                                 
September Ham Dinner Fund Raiser:
Fellowship committee will be looking for chairperson or persons to head up this event and to set a date and menu with us. Please see Cindy R, Debbie B, or Jean J if you are interested in running this event ASAP so we can start to coordinate plans. Thanks!!!
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Lunch Date:  Wednesday August18th   
We will meet at the church at 11:45 AM.   If you are planning to attend let Mary Nichols know by Sunday August 15th.

. 

  1st Sunday Evening Worship Service 

August 1st  6:30 - 8:00 p.m.

    Noon Prayer  

     Everyday
      News Flash from the 

      Cemetery Committee
Thanks to the efforts of Bob Wheeler and the Franklin Volunteer Fire Department there are two water barrels located in Plains Cemetery for watering plants (not for drinking).  Thanks also to Richard Handfield for providing the barrels.
In the heat of the summer, planters need watering regularly to survive.

If you have chosen to use artificial or permanent flowers on graves, be sure they are well anchored so they will not blow away.
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       Wednesday Night Bible Study  


7:00 PM – 8:30 PM


  (snacks included)

    KEEPING OUR CHURCH CLEAN
Buildings and Grounds keep the outside of our   Church beautiful. Let's help them by keeping the inside beautiful as well.  There is a "CHURCH CLEANING" sign up sheet posted downstairs in the fellowship hall for your convenience.  Remember, many hands make light work.

Thanks
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Friday Square Dances
  Blue Slope Country Museum
DATE:   August 20, September 10
TIME: 7:30PM - 10:30PM
LOCATION: 138 Blue Hill RD, Franklin

MORE: Caller Joe LoPresti and His Country Friends will take you through lines, squares, waltzes and more! Singles, couples and families of all ages are welcome. Refreshments available. Hoedown held in the Bank Barn. $5/person or $20/family.
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The Church has also committed to run the Breakfast Booth during the October Event on October 2nd and 3rd  
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     Mission Committee
 Joan Allard has been in contact with Paulette Marquis our Covenant to Care partner they discussed the needs of her clients.  During the holiday seasons they receive the most help, we have decided that at this time we could best help with the collection of backpacks and back to school supplies.  We will set up a table in the downstairs rooms for collection of these items during the summer so we can get them to Paulette in time for the opening of the School Season in September 2010.    
There is always in need for diapers, wipes and used children’s clothes, if anyone would like to donate any of these items at any time we will see that they are passed on.  
Sharon Haddad will be meeting with Reno Schalm of the Faith Foundation in the near future regarding a Mission Project to help the Lesoth, Orphanage in Africa which he sponsors.
               KITCHEN COMMITTEE
The Kitchen Committee has met and started work on cleaning and organizing the cabinets in the kitchen.  

We have been meeting every Tuesday morning we have taken all the dishes out of the cabinets and washed the cabinets and laid new shelve paper.  Washed and inventoried all dishes.  We have begun putting things back in the cabinets.  

 

Greetings in the Name of Jesus Christ:

 

We are related "ecclesiastically" to each other.  Our roots are with the Old Saybrook Church and from First Congregational in Norwichtown, there were several descendants and even more congregations from our "offspring."   It was a natural occurrence as people wanted to expand, they formed new congregations and eventually new communities.

 

We are celebrating our 350th anniversary this year with a variety of observances.  One of them is our Vespers Service on Meetinghouse Rocks in Avery Chapel. This is the site of two meeting houses.  This year, we are inviting you to be a part of this unique service.  We will gather on Sunday, August 22nd at 6:0pm for a worship service on the hill and then return to the plain for a cook out and potluck picnic.

 

We hope you will be able to join us, to share stories and songs and fellowship and to celebrate our common ministry in our honoring and serving God.

 

We look forward to hearing from you if you plan to attend.

 

Respectfully yours,

William K. Dunlap

Pastor First Church Norwichtown

      Mission Sunday
At our regular Sunday Morning Church Service on July 25th we had a special presentation from Francisco Roliz. Who spoke on his recent Mission Trip to Kenya, Africa.
It was a very informative presentation.
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