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Flash in the pan

Do you know where that expression comes from? This particular colloquialism has specific meaning in the world of human relations today, while it finds it roots in the world of firearms in the days when “flintlock” firearms were used. 

These relatively complex devices had a number of external parts that made them fire their projectile.  The description of the weapon- flintlock- comes from one of the components that holds a chunk of flint stone. When the trigger is pulled, the flintlock moves at high speed, striking the frizzen; a device designed to throw a little iron spark when struck by fast moving flint stone. The spark is thrown into the pan; a device designed to hold a charge of gunpowder which is to be ignited upon receiving the spark from the frizzen and flint. The pan's gunpowder ignites, and it flashes through a small hole in the side of the barrel to ignite the gunpowder inside the barrel. Shortly after one pulls the trigger, the gun fires! ... or not. 

Sometimes, everything works perfectly and the projectile exits the barrel, moving toward the intended target at a high rate of speed. Sometimes, all you get is a flash in the pan, and nothing more. There is all the motion, all the parts doing their job, all the flash, but no projectile; no power; no effect, thus rending the firearm useless. 

Ever know someone who’s a flash in the pan? There’s a lot going on, but nothing positive seems to be getting accomplished? Some organizations can be like that, too. They can go through all the right motions, seem to have all the necessary components, even perhaps even seem to be working together. But what is the end result of the components working together… power and accomplishment, or a flash in the pan. 

At Franklin Church, as we end this year and contemplate the next (2011, can you believe it!?!?), let’s pay closer attention to what we are doing, regarding our ultimate goal; powering the firearm – so to speak – to accomplish our goal. We have been commissioned by Christ to go into all the world, to make disciples, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Let’s focus on accomplishing Christ’s commission. All else is just a flash in the pan








Pastor


     Finance Committee
The Finance Committee will soon be meeting to put next year's budget together. Please submit budget requests as soon as possible to Russ Beisiegel, Veronica Calvert or Kelly Martin. This process takes some time so your prompt attention to this matter will be appreciated and helpful. Thank you.
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         Wednesday Night Bible Study  

               7:00 PM – 8:30 PM
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First Sunday Evening Service will be December 5th
at 6:30pm.  

Come as you are and let's celebrate the Lord together!
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION COMMITTEE

Children's Pageant on Sunday, Dec 19th at 10am

Candlelight Service on Sunday, Dec 19th at 
     7:00 pm
 
ANNUAL REPORTS[image: image3.wmf]
The end of the year is fast approaching; we need to be thinking of writing our annual reports.  
              
Subject Re:  Guidance

This lovely piece was written by a women in Grants Pass, Oregon.


            GUIDANCE

When I meditated on the word GUIDANCE, I kept seeing “dance” at the end of the word.  I remember reading that doing God’s will is a lot like dancing.  When two people try to lead, nothing feels right.  The movement doesn’t flow with the music, and everything is quite uncomfortable and jerky.  When one person realizes that, and lets the other lead, both bodies begin to flow with the music.  One gives gentle cues, perhaps with a nudge to the back or by pressing lightly in one direction or another.  It’s as if two become one body moving beautifully.  The dance takes surrender, willingness, and attentiveness from one person, and gentle guidance and skill from the other.
My eyes drew back to the work GUIDANCE.  When I saw “G”, I thought of God followed by “U” and “I”, “God”, “U” and “I” “dance”.  God, you and I dance.  As I lowered my head, I became willing to trust that I would get guidance about my life.  Once again, I became willing to let God Lead.

My prayer for you today is that God’s blessings and mercies are upon you on this day and every day.  May you abide in God, as God abides in you.  An interceding prayer is one of the best gifts we can receive.  There is no cost but a lot of rewards.  So let’s continue to pray for one another.
I thought this was so thoughtful of the person that found this letter. The wrong person would have had a good laugh and then tossed it away.

This is one of the kindest things you may ever see.

It is not known who replied, but there is a beautiful soul working in the dead letter office of the US postal service

[image: image4.jpg]



Our 14 year old dog, Abbey, died last month. The day after she died, my 4 year old daughter

Meredith was crying and talking about how much she missed Abbey.  She asked if we could write a letter to God so that when Abbey got to heaven, God would recognize her.  I told her that I thought we could so she dictated these words:

Dear God,
Will you please take care of my dog? She died yesterday and is with you in heaven.  I miss her very much. I am happy that you let me have her as my dog even though she got sick.
I hope you will play with her.  She likes to play with balls and to swim.  I am sending a picture of her so when you see her You will know that she is my dog.  I really miss her.


Love, Meredith

We put the letter in an envelope with a picture of Abbey and Meredith and addressed it to God/Heaven.  We put our return address on it.  Then Meredith pasted several stamps on the front of the envelope because she said it would take lots of stamps to get the letter all the way to heaven.  That afternoon she dropped it into the letter box at the post office. A few days later, she asked if God had gotten the letter yet.  I told her that I thought He had.


Yesterday, there was a package wrapped in gold paper on our front porch addressed, 'To Meredith' in an unfamiliar hand.  Meredith opened it.  Inside was a book by Mr. Rogers called, 'When a Pet Dies.' Taped to the inside front cover was the letter we had written to God in its opened envelope.  On the opposite page was the picture of Abbey & Meredith and this note:

Dear Meredith,

Abbey arrived safely in heaven.
Having the picture was a big help.  I recognized Abbey right away.
Abbey isn't sick anymore.  Her spirit is here with me just like it stays in your heart.  Abbey loved being your dog.  Since we don't need our bodies in heaven, I don't have any pockets to keep your picture in, so I am sending it back to you in this little book for you to keep and have something to remember Abbey by.


Thank you for the beautiful letter and thank your mother for helping you write it and sending it to me.  What a wonderful mother you have.  I picked her especially for you.
I send my blessings every day and remember that I love you very much.
By the way, I'm easy to find, I am wherever there is love.

Love, God

Mission Committee
On November 21st Stan Winman who is a
Missionary to the Biker Culture with Christian Motorcycle Association was our Mission speaker.
He also brought with him other members of his organization.
We are still collecting non perishable food  to be given to a local food bank.
Blue Slope Country Museum, Inc. 
        Advent Activity 2010
Horse Drawn Wagon Ride
Sing Traditional Christmas Carols

Make an Old Fashion Christmas Ornament

Enjoy Wassail Punch and Cocoa

Friday November 26

Sunday November 28

Saturday December 4

Sunday December 5

Rides begin at 1:00, 1:45, 2:30 and 3:15

$7.00 for ages 3 and up.

For more information www.blueslope.com
Thanks. If, we ever get enough snow. And, if, anyone is interested in a group sleigh ride, give us a call @ (860) 377-3740, or e-mail to museum @blueslope.com. In the absence of snow, we can also do invigorating wagon rides out into the woods to see nature’s winter activities.

 
Sandy

 
The Council meeting has been re-scheduled for December 16th at 6:30 PM
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The Cemetery Committee will be making and selling Christmas arrangements of assorted evergreens, red bow and red berries for the holiday season.  To order, see or call Elaine 

(860) 822-0718, (approximately $12, 00)
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    KEEPING OUR CHURCH CLEAN
Please take a turn at cleaning the church; if we all work together the task will not fall

on just a few people.
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           The Franklin Congregational Church  


             will be open at noon everyday for


	              PRAYER 
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