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A Planned Arrival in Bethlehem?
Galatians 4:4 "But when the time had fully come, God sent forth his Son, born of a woman, born under the law."
That phrase "had fully come" is a very picturesque Greek expression. It speaks of something that is complete and fully developed, like a ripe apple ready to be picked. Or like a pregnant woman feeling labor pains, ready to deliver her baby. It describes the moment in history when all things were in place, when all the pieces were on the board, that one moment when the stage was perfectly set. At that moment, not earlier and not later, God sent forth his Son. It means that God had prepared all of history from the beginning; he had set the stage for the entrance of his Son into the world.
Jesus was born during the famed Pax Romana, the Roman peace that spread across the Mediterranean world. No doubt you've heard it said that "all roads lead to Rome." That statement was literally true. The Romans had built a road system that stretched from Rome in all directions. That enabled the gospel message to quickly spread to all parts of the known world. And Greek was the common language throughout the empire, which further united people and made it easier for the message of Jesus to come to the masses. He came at a time of religious ferment and moral decline. And it was an age of prophetic fulfillment, as all the lines of Old Testament prophecy converged on a forgotten stable outside a country inn in the little village of Bethlehem.
What started in Genesis continued throughout the Old Testament. God promised over and over that he would intervene in history. One day the Messiah would come. There was an ever-narrowing stream of prophecy, the promises becoming more and more specific. Until it happened. The angel came to Zechariah and Elizabeth. Then to Mary. Then to the shepherds. Then the Magi in the east saw the star and knew the King of the Jews had been born. Herod, that evil and sick king tottering on the throne in Jerusalem, seems to have been caught by surprise. But the scribes weren't. They knew the baby would be born in Bethlehem.Thus, the stage was set for the coming of Christ. It happened just as God said it would. Not too soon. Not too late. (Excerpted from "When Was Jesus Born?" by Keep Believing Ministries).

     Finance Committee
The Finance Committee will soon be meeting to put next year's budget together. Please submit budget requests as soon as possible to –
Steve Dumont or Dave Ayer
The process takes some time so your prompt attention to this matter will be appreciated and helpful. Thank you.

[image: image7.png]



         Wednesday Night Bible Study  
led by Dave Watkins.
               7:00 PM – 8:30 PM
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First Sunday Evening Service will be December 4th
at 6:30pm.  
Come as you are and let's celebrate the Lord together!
CHRISTIAN EDUCATION COMMITTEE
Children's Pageant on Sunday, Dec 25th at 10am
Candlelight Service on Sunday, Dec 18th at 
     7:00 pm
 
ANNUAL REPORTS[image: image3.wmf]
The end of the year is fast approaching; we need to be thinking of writing our annual reports.  
              
What Is a Christian?
read›
Romans 8:1-17
All who are led by the Spirit of God are children of God (v.14).
Under “religious views” on her Facebook profile, my wife lists the simple phrase “Jesus-follower.” She uses that explanatory term to avoid political and
cultural connotations associated with the word Christian.
In some cultures, people are “born Christian.” But that is a misunderstanding of what it means to follow Jesus.
Ironically, a friend of mine in the United Kingdom asked me not to use “Jesus-follower” to describe Christians. It
seems that in his culture, the problem is reversed.

My friend told me, “The tag ‘Follower of Jesus’ has been used to muddy the waters between those who have a committed relationship to Christ and those in other faith systems.” He noted that some regard Jesus as a great man but still less than what He claimed to be. Something less than the unique, virgin-born Messiah. Something less than the sinless Lamb of God who was crucified for our sins. Something less than the resurrected Jesus.
So what is a Christian? Paul gave us a solid definition in Romans 8. A Christian is one who has been set free from slavery to sin and its sentence of death.

“There is no condemnation for those who belong to Christ Jesus,” Paul wrote. “The power of the life-giving Spirit has freed you from the power of sin that leads to death” (vv.1-2). Real Christianity should also have accompanying evidence. “You are controlled by the [Holy] Spirit if you have the Spirit of God living in you,”
he added. “And remember that those who do not have the Spirit of Christ living in them do not belong to Him at all” (v.9).

“All who are led by the Spirit of God are children of God,” Paul concluded (v.14). “His Spirit joins with our spirit to affirm that we are God’s children” (v.16). That’s not something political or cultural. It’s relational!
—Tim Gustafson

Mission Committee
We are still collecting non perishable food  to be given to a local food bank.
Blue Slope Country Museum, Inc. 
For more information www.blueslope.com
Thank you for al your church has done to support our activities throughout the year . (860) 377-3740, or e-mail to museum @blueslope.com. 
Sandy
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The Cemetery Committee will be making and selling Christmas arrangements of assorted evergreens, red bow and red berries for the holiday season.  To order, see or call Elaine 
(860) 822-0718, (approximately $12, 00)
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    KEEPING OUR CHURCH CLEAN
Please take a turn at cleaning the church; if we all work together the task will not fall
on just a few people.
Stewardship Committee
Our stewardship committee would like to remind you that your pledge of time, talent and treasure is needed to continue God’s work here in Franklin and in the hearts of the people who are touched by the ministry of this church.
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