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Don’t you know me?

We all know what physical healing looks like and what it takes to accomplish it. It usually takes a team of medical professionals who have been trained in the medical and healing arts, and all the tools of their medical trade; diagnostic equipment, surgical equipment, physical therapy equipment, etc. 

Similarly, we know what emotional healing looks like. There are social workers, lay and professional counselors, psychologists, psychiatrists, medications, etc. 

But what does spiritual healing look like? First let’s begin with another question.  Physical and emotional healing requires that we first recognize that there are physical or emotional illnesses, for only then do we proceed with the healing measures. 

But what does spiritual sickness look like. How are we to recognize it, in order that we might proceed with spiritual healing measures… and then, what do they look like?

Wait, it gets more complicated; for in this present, pluralistic world, even the definition of spirit has changed such that what was once considered a very sick spirit may now be considered the healthiest one! 

It can be tricky in this totally, completely physical world, to accurately diagnose that part of the individual that is capable of conceiving or even imagining a non-physical reality… that realm of existence in which God exists. So here’s what God did by way of remedy.  

In His wisdom and mercy, knowing this difficulty, God stepped into the physical world to be born a man-child, the one we call the Godman; Jesus, the Christ of Nazareth, from 2 millennia past. Who, when He was here was asked a question by one of his followers who was struggling with Christ’s claims regarding the non-physical reality. The conversation is recorded in the Gospel of John, chapter 14. Phillip said to Jesus, “Lord, show us the Father and it will satisfy us.” 

Jesus replied, “Have I been with you all this time, Philip, and you still do not know me? The person who has seen me has seen the Father.”

You see, spiritual reality, spiritual health, and the signs of spiritual sickness, all that can be known of spiritual reality can all be found in that one who came to us for the very purpose of showing us all we need to know about God.

Do you want to know about spiritual health; if you have it, how to get it, what it looks like? Consult Jesus; for in seeing Him, learning of Him, knowing Him, being like Him, we too can have true spiritual health. 

Pastor





  THE HISTORY OF FATHER’S DAY 

Mrs. John B. Dodd, of Washington, first proposed the idea of a "father's day" in 1909. Mrs. Dodd wanted a special day to honor her father, William Smart. William Smart, a Civil War veteran, was widowed when his wife (Mrs. Dodd's mother) died in childbirth with their sixth child. Mr. Smart was left to raise the newborn and his other five children by himself on a rural farm in eastern Washington State. It was after Mrs. Dodd became an adult that she realized the strength and selflessness her father had shown in raising his children as a single parent.

The first Father's Day was observed on June 19, 1910 in Spokane Washington.

At about the same time in various towns and cities across American other people were beginning to celebrate a "father's day.".

In 1924 President Calvin Coolidge supported the idea of a national Father's Day. Finally in 1966 President Lyndon Johnson signed a presidential proclamation declaring the 3rd Sunday of June as Father's Day.

Father's Day has become a day to not only honor your father, but all men who act as a father figure. Stepfathers, uncles, grandfathers, and adult male friends are all honored on Father's Day
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When I was a boy of fourteen, my father was so ignorant I could hardly stand to have the old man around. But when I got to be twenty-one, I was astonished at how much the old he's wrong.  

Charles Wadsworth man had learned in seven years. - Mark Twain 

What Makes a Dad 

God took the strength of a mountain,
The majesty of a tree,
The warmth of a summer sun, 
The calm of a quiet sea,
The generous soul of nature,
The comforting arm of night,
The wisdom of the ages, 
The power of the eagle's flight,
The joy of a morning in spring, 
The faith of a mustard seed,

The patience of eternity, 
The depth of a family need,
Then God combined these qualities,
When there was nothing more to add,

He knew His masterpiece was complete,
And so, He called it ... Dad
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The History Of  Flag Day
The Fourth of July was traditionally celebrated as America's birthday, but the idea of an annual day specifically celebrating the Flag is believed to have first originated in 1885. BJ Cigrand, a schoolteacher, arranged for the pupils in the Fredonia, Wisconsin Public School, District 6, to observe June 14 (the 108th anniversary of the official adoption of The Stars and Stripes) as 'Flag Birthday'. In numerous magazines and newspaper articles and public addresses over the following years, Cigrand continued to enthusiastically advocate the observance of June 14 as 'Flag Birthday', or 'Flag Day'. 

On June 14, 1889, George Balch, a kindergarten teacher in New York City, planned appropriate ceremonies for the children of his school, and his idea of observing Flag Day was later adopted by the State Board of Education of New York. On June 14, 1891, the Betsy Ross House in Philadelphia held a Flag Day celebration, and on June 14 of the following year, the New York Society of the Sons of the Revolution, celebrated Flag Day. 

Following the suggestion of Colonel J Granville Leach (at the time historian of the Pennsylvania Society of the Sons of the Revolution), the Pennsylvania Society of Colonial Dames of America on April 25, 1893 adopted a resolution requesting the mayor of Philadelphia and all others in authority and all private citizens to display the Flag on June 14th. Leach went on to recommend that thereafter the day be known as 'Flag Day', and on that day, school children be assembled for appropriate exercises, with each child being given a small Flag. 

Two weeks later on May 8th, the Board of Managers of the Pennsylvania Society of Sons of the Revolution unanimously endorsed the action of the Pennsylvania Society of Colonial Dames. As a result of the resolution, Dr. Edward Brooks, then Superintendent of Public Schools of Philadelphia, directed that Flag Day exercises be held on June 14, 1893 in Independence Square. School children were assembled, each carrying a small Flag, and patriotic songs were sung and addresses delivered. 

In 1894, the governor of New York directed that on June 14 the Flag be displayed on all public buildings. With BJ Cigrand and Leroy Van Horn as the moving spirits, the Illinois organization, known as the American Flag Day Association, was organized for the purpose of promoting the holding of Flag Day exercises. On June 14th, 1894, under the auspices of this association, the first general public school children's celebration of Flag Day in Chicago was held in Douglas, Garfield, Humboldt, Lincoln, and Washington Parks, with more than 300,000 children participating. 

Adults, too, participated in patriotic programs. Franklin K. Lane, Secretary of the Interior, delivered a 1914 Flag Day address in which he repeated words he said the flag had spoken to him that morning: "I am what you make me; nothing more. I swing before your eyes as a bright gleam of color, a symbol of yourself." 

Inspired by these three decades of state and local celebrations, Flag Day - the anniversary of the Flag Resolution of 1777 - was officially established by the Proclamation of President Woodrow Wilson on May 30th, 1916. While Flag Day was celebrated in various communities for years after Wilson's proclamation, it was not until August 3rd, 1949, that President Truman signed an Act of Congress designating June 14th of each year as National Flag Day. 


  

     Find the missing letters in US Flag words. 
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Lunch Date:  Wednesday June 16th   
We will meet at the church at 11:45 AM, this moth we will be going to Chenn’s in Uncasville. If you are planning to attend let Mary Nichols know by Sunday June 13th. 

  1st Sunday Evening Worship Service 

        June 6th, 6:30 - 8:00 p.m.
Featuring Ruth R. Hartunian-Alumbaugh, RMT/BC, Ministry Representative for International Christian Fellowship at the University of Connecticut/Storrs and Eastern Connecticut State University in Willimantic.

Come out and enjoy a special time of praise and worship.
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       Wednesday Night Bible Study  

7:00 PM – 8:30 PM

  (snacks included)



Enable us to keep our minds and hearts focused on you, O Lord.  Make us alert and aware of your loving presence among us.  Through Christ our Lord.  Amen.
By the time a man realizes that maybe his father was right, he usually has a son who thinks he's wrong. -Charles Wadsworth

   CUSTODIAL DUTIES
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Buildings and Grounds keep the outside of our   Church beautiful. Let's help them by keeping the inside beautiful as well.  There is a "CHURCH CLEANING" sign up sheet posted downstairs in the fellowship hall for your convenience.  Remember, many hands make light work.

Thanks

Children’s Day is June 13th
            
    

 Please join the children after the service for   ice cream cone social on the front lawn of the Church.
         Blue Slope Country Museum
  
 Summer Event Schedule


Camp Fires  

 
June 17th , July 8th which the Franklin 
Congregation Church is sponsoring and 


August 12th.


Square Dances June 25th, July 16th, 


and August 10th. 
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The Church has also committed to run the Breakfast Booth during the October Event on October 2nd and 3rd



 
 Chicken, potato salad, coleslaw,  

  cranberry sauce, rolls, home 
  made pies.  Coffee, ice tea, milk 
       and  punch.
    Adults $10.00, Senior’s $9.00

        Children under 12 $5.00
            Pre school free

Reminder those articles that are needed for the potato salad, coleslaw and barbeque sauce need to be at the church by Thursday. We will have the downstairs door unlocked for anyone who needs to drop off items.

We will be making the salads and setting up the tables on Friday afternoon if anyone would like to help out please join us at the church at 1:00 PM.
   Missing letters in US Flag words
Flag, banner, stars, stripes, thirteen, fifty, flagpole. final, half mast, salute.
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God is just waiting for honest doubters to cry out for a little revelation! In fact, he is knocking at their doors, eager to oblige. The door to the human heart can be opened only from the inside. God will never force his way in. All we have to do is open. 

 
 
Mission Committee
The Mission Committee met on Tuesday May 25th.  Joan Allard has contacted Paulette Marquis our Covenant to Care partner about what the greatest needs are for her clients.  She said that during the Thanksgiving and Christmas holidays they receive a lot of help. 
What they could use more of are backpacks and back to school supplies.  

They are always in need of diapers, wipes and used children’s clothes.  So the Mission Committee will be collecting backpacks and back to school supplies during the summer months so we will be ready for fall.

We will set up a table down stairs for the supplies.

And if anyone would like to donate clothes, diaper or wipes we can see that they get to Paulette during the year.

Sharon Haddad will be meeting with Reno Schalm of the Faith Foundation in the near future regarding a Mission Project to help the Lesoth, Orphanage in Africa which he sponsors.

Franklin Historical Society
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All interested persons are welcome to our meeting on Thursday June 3, 2010 at 7:00 PM to be held at the Woodward Museum.

The speaker is John Roy of the Norwich Historical Society on the Windham Traction trolley line especially through Franklin.  Refreshments and social time to follow.
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            Memorial Day 2010

Town Memorial Day Origin as related by 

Mrs. Eleanor Beckwith Smith, with updates added up to  1981. 

The Franklin celebration of Memorial Day began in 1907.  Mrs. Luther Holton, Rev. Harry A. Beadle, Mr. & Mrs. Abiel Browning, Mr. & Mrs. William Cox, Mr. and Mrs. Theodore Smith were among those instrumental in starting it.  That year, under raining skies, and for several years thereafter, some of the schools went in team wagons decorated with bunting to the three cemeteries where exercises were held.  As wagons and other horse drawn vehicles and a few bicycles went over the Pond Road (Route 207) from Pautipaug to Gagertown cemetery, persons in the parade could look up and war to Mr. Stephen Parker, a Civil War veteran who lost both legs in that war.  

Mr. & Mrs. A. Browning, the present residence of Carol Beckwith on Route 32.
After a few years, exercises were also held in the Town Hall where the crowd was usually addressed by a speaker, or whom Rev. Mr. Ayres was one of the first.  Someone from each school usually took part also.  For a long time even until 1960, Memorial Day was considered a school day in Franklin.  The Selectmen, Board of Education, local veterans and the minister have always worked with the school teachers and children to formulate an impressive program at the cemeteries and the church.
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This year’s events are scheduled as follows:

9:30 AM Laying of wreaths and prayer at War  

               Memorials – Franklin Congregational Church

9:45 AM Plains Cemetery Ceremony – Under the 

               Mountain Road

10:00 AM  Parade line up Boy’s Senior League Field

10:10 AM  Parade starts – through Giddings Park 

                  footpath

10:30 AM  Pautipaug Cemetery Ceremony  

10:40 AM  Veteran’s Memorial Ceremony

                    Veteran’s Park

11:00 AM  Program at the Pavilion

                   Giddings Park


"The older I get, the smarter my father seems to get." - Tim Russert 
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