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Let’s talk…

One of the biggest fears in communicating with people with whom we are in relationships is the fear of not getting the response we want/expect/need. All too frequently, we will avoid communication and willingly run the risk associated with no response at all; just to avoid hearing anything other than the way things are in our own heads. “I shouldn’t have to say anything, they already know”. “He should come to me; I wasn’t wrong in this”. “What is there to talk about? Hasn’t it always been like this”? “If they want to talk to me, my door is always open”.  We have all said them, and more! 

But what is relationship without communication? Is there any relationship without communication? I submit that there is not. Not only that, but the level and depth of relationship is directly proportional to the level and depth of communication. We are in relationship with another to that extent that we are in communication; and our relationships are compromised to the extent that we are not in communication. One way out of this dilemma is to tell ourselves that we don’t really need a relationship with “that person” anyway. But where does this line of thinking lead when talking about God? Is it true that the level/depth of our relationship with God is in direct proportion to level/depth of our communication with Him? I’m afraid it is. Can we say that we don’t really need a relationship with “THAT person”? I’m afraid we cannot. 

We have a name for communication with God, don’t we? We call it prayer. But all too often, our prayer is perfunctory or ceremonial or ritualized or formal, and not at all indicative of intimate relationship; the kind God wants, by the way. We will “say our prayers” nightly, or first thing in the morning, or with the kids at bedtime. I even know people who, when they begin to say grace at mealtime, begin to get guilty about having not prayed, and launch into their “prayer list” right there at the dinner table! That, loved ones, is a shame. 

Let me suggest an idea to you. Communication with a true intimate is like breathing. It is constant, ongoing and essential. If it stops for any length of time at all, one feels as though one could die. Those who’ve been deeply in love know exactly what I’m talking about. For example, try marriage without communication; and sadly to their sorrow, some already have. Beloved, our Heavenly Father is desirous that our communication with Him be like breathing; organic, steady and non-stop. Sometimes relaxed, sometimes fervent, sometimes scheduled, sometimes spontaneous, sometimes public, sometimes private, sometimes light, sometimes heavy, sometimes blissful, sometimes agonizing… at any moment of any day, in any situation, our Heavenly Father, our Best Friend, our Most Intimate is right there with all the answers and all the solutions, saying, “Let’s talk”.
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Cemetery, Porch, or Patio

$20.00

10” Pot of Geraniums and various small, colorful flowering annuals.

Orders paid for today may be picked up on Saturday, May 22nd between 5:PM and 6:PM (Pot Luck Dinner Night) at the Church or Sunday, May 23rd immediately after services.

To order by phone, call Elaine Crooke @ 860-822-0718 (leave Message) or 860-942-1127 (cell); or Bob Wheeler @ 860-885-4146 (cell).

Thank You!

From the cemetery committee of the

FRANKLIN CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH

 (The only Church in town)

for almost 300 years! 
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    Mother-Daughter Banquet






May 2nd






5:30 pm
Dinner will be a choice of Meat Lasagna or Vegetable Lasagna, Salad, Bread and a Dessert. 

Prices are $10 for adults, $5.00 for 6 - 12, free for 5 and under.

Entertainment will be a short skit- Mama’s Close Call.

Mama, settling in for a nice quiet evening with her TV gets more excitement that she bargained for-or wanted- when her writer daughter drops in. Getting all choked up-literally over her tribute to mothers, Mama wonders, will she ever get to watch her movie or will she end up in the hospital?

Contact Debbie Beisiegel for your reservation.

dbeisiegel@yahoo.com 0r 860-642-6425

We also need some men volunteers to help us with our dinner. PLEASE contact either Debbie








Carnations have come to represent Mother's Day, since Anna Jarvis delivered 500 of them at its first celebration in 1908.  Many religious services held later copied the custom of giving away carnations.  In part due to the shortage of white carnations, and in part due to the efforts to expand the sales of more types of flowers in Mother's Day, the florists promoted wearing a red carnation if your mother was living, or a white one if she was dead; this was tirelessly promoted until it made its way into the popular observations at churches.   The founder, Anna Jarvis, chose the carnation because it was the favorite flower of her mother.  This also started the custom of wearing a carnation on Mother's Day.
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Monday May 17th  at 6:30 PM.
All Committee Chairpersons are urged to attend.

"The most important thing a father can do for his children is to love their mother."  










Theodore M. Hesburgh
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Lunch Date:  Wednesday May 19th .   
We will meet at the church at 11:45 AM for our monthly fellowship lunch.  If you are planning to attend let Mary Nichols know by Sunday May 16th. 


SUNDAY NIGHT SERVICE

 First Sunday Night Service  for May will be held on    the second Sunday.
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       Wednesday Night Bible Study  

7:00 PM – 6:30 PM


(Snacks included)
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                         LENDING A HAND 

 If you have medical equipment that you are not using but would be willing to lend to members and/or friends of our church please give me your name and phone number, the article(s) that you have, and I will   prepare a list to be kept in the Church Office, (860 642-7887) where people that have needs could call. We will keep records so that your articles will be returned to you. 

 

  Equipment such as; Wheel Chair, Walker, Commode. Pulleys and Weights, Canes, Crutches etc. etc.

 

   Althea D. Stadler R.N.  860 423- 0682    
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The National Day of Prayer"
May 6th from 1 - 2:30 pm
at the town Pavilion at the sports fields across from the Franklin Elem. School on Pond Road (rt. 207)
Pastor Peter will conduct the service.
Richard Matters, First Selectman will also attend
Thank you, Dave

The Art of Mothering is handed down form one generation to the next
       Wendy Jean Ruhl
           CUSTODIAL DUTIES
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There is a need for help with the custodial duties in the church.

There is a sign up sheet downstairs in the church for people to sign up to help.   Please consider helping out, if we all take a turn the work will not fall on just as few.   Ask a friend to sign up with you and sign for a month.

 2 Chronicles 7:11-22     B

           Iron Sharpens Iron

Mini- Conferences coming up Friday, May 21  6-12 p.m. OR Saturday, May 22 9-Noons. 

 

Early registration - group rate is $29 - (in a group of 10 or more need to be registered before April 30th)

Early registration - individual rate is $35.(1-9 women before April 30th).

 

There will be two speakers (both days): 

 

Deborah Pegues, to whom many of us had the pleasure of listening this past October, delivers sage advice on relational, financial, and emotional freedom for women of all ages.  Deborah received great reviews about her last seminar and is back by popular demand.

 

Dannah Gresh, over a decade, has been inspiring and equipping audiences with biblical tools to live by.

 

You have your choices and if additional info in needed go to the website www.IronSharpensIronWomen.org
 

Contact me of your intent by April 25th in order to take advantage of the early registration rate.

 

Looking forward to seeing each one of you receive a blessing from God as He uses whatever He wills to win souls.

 

WHEN YOUR HUT'S ON FIRE!!!!
The only survivor of a shipwreck was washed up on a small,
 uninhabited island.
He prayed feverishly for God to rescue him. Every day he scanned the horizon for help, but none seemed 
forthcoming. Exhausted, he eventually managed to build a little hut out of driftwood to protect him from the
elements, and to store his few possessions. One day, after scavenging for food, he arrived home to find his little 
hut in flames, with smoke rolling up to the sky. He felt the worst had happened, and everything was lost. He was 
stunned with disbelief, grief, and anger. He cried out, 'God! How could you do this to me?' 
Early the next day, he was awakened by the sound of a ship approaching the island!  It had come to rescue him!
‘How did you know I was here?' asked the weary man of his rescuers.
'We saw your smoke signal,' they replied.
The Moral of This Story:
It's easy to get discouraged when things are going bad, but we shouldn't lose heart, because God is at work in our 
lives, even in the midst of our pain and suffering. Remember that the next time your little hut seems to be burning 
to the ground. It just may be a smoke signal that summons the Grace of God. 
"The mother's heart is the child's schoolroom." - Henry Ward Beecher 
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The Fellowship Committee is sponsoring a potluck dinner and share your hobby night on May 22nd .  

 

You can bring a hobby or a game to share or just come and socialize.
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Looking forward
Children’s Day is June 13th



    





  Chicken, potato salad, coleslaw,  

  cranberry sauce, rolls, home 
  made pies.  Coffee, ice tea, milk 
       and Hawaiian punch.
    Adults $10.00, Senior’s $9.00

        Children under 12 $5.00
            Pre school free


Bible Quiz
In 2 Chronicles 7:11-22, there is a promise given by God to the Israelites.  God asks them to do three things before he would forgive their sins and heal their land.

The first requirement was to humble themselves.

The second was to pray and seek his face,  The third requirement was one of the three choices below.

A. ____Sacrifice a young bull.

B. ____Turn from their wicked ways.

C. ____Choose a new leader.
Look for the answer in the newsletter
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God in the Seasons

Lord,

In Spring we are reminded of the magnificence of your creation,

As the earth  is covered in verdant green,

With splendid splashes of color,

And we witness birth everywhere,

Of animals bearing their young,

Of buds turning into leaves and flowers

And our own moods being reborn

With renewed energy in life.

Preparation for worship

Enable us to keep our minds and hearts focused on you, O Lord.  Make us alert and aware of your loving presence among us.  Through Christ our Lord.  Amen.

    Mission Committee

The Mission Committee has put together a poster board showing mission projects that have been sponsored in the past and what we are doing presently.  The board is set up in the downstairs rooms, please stop and see the display while you are having coffee after church.

At the present time we are working on finding a foreign mission project that the Church would be interested in sponsoring.    
If anyone has a suggestion please see Joan Allard, Carol Ballaro or Sharon Haddad.

 .
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