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Franklin Congregational Church Founded 1718 
 Giddyup! 

Are any of you regular horseback riders? And if so, have you been trained in riding, or do you just like to do it? Those who ride horses regularly are practicing things while mounted that most on ground never realize is going on. You see, a good rider knows that each and every moment spent with the horse, whether on the ground or in the saddle, is always a training moment for that horse. Does that surprise you? And no wonder. 

A horse only wants to do one thing… be a horse! He wants to play, run, eat, and make little horses… and that is all. He does not want a human on his back, nor leading him around on the ground; ever.  He does not want to be a creature that does what some human tells him to do. He wants to be a horse! If the horse is given his own mind for any significant period of time, without training, he will revert back to what he is; a horse.  If you see a horse acting like he’s enjoying himself being ridden and led, then you can know only one thing. That horse is well and constantly trained. 

“So what?”, you say. Just as the horse will revert to its instinctive behavior if not constantly trained, so will the human. What is the instinctive behavior of a human? Look at any young human. He/she wants nothing but to play, eat, explore and (eventually) make little humans. You see, children are trained much like animals. Oh, I know we like to think about ourselves as being so much higher than animals, and in some ways, we are. But we have something that even animals do not have; something that needs to be kept in check, trained out and constantly battled, just like the horse’s horse nature… and that is our sin nature. It is there all the time, wanting to rule the day. Have you not experienced this tension between what you do, and what you might otherwise want to do? 

Whence then comes training? Those who have been “trained” must realize that they are then required to be trainers. Do you remember when Charles Barkley once decried being a “role model”? He was wrong. Those of us who claim to “know how to act” are in fact trainers. Our children are looking at us; our peers are looking at us; any who have any respect for us at all are looking at us to see what good, right, Godly thinking and behavior is… and we are indeed (like it or not) training them! It is ours to point them in the right direction and encourage them toward what is “honorable, pure, lovely, just, virtuous, praiseworthy and of good report” (Ph4:8). It is ours to spur them on with a Good Godly Giddyup. 




















Pastor
How are your investments doing?
Have you ever been asked by either friends or family how your investments are doing? I am sure the conversation would lead to many different topics such as whether you have invested in some mutual funds or stocks, and what the market is doing lately.  Or maybe the conversation would be about your 401k, and what type of return you’re getting there.  The bottom line is that you had to decide to put something of significant value and importance into an area where you’ll take a risk, not knowing if you will get either a positive or negative return on your investment. Now of course this is an important part of financial planning for your family’s future, but isn’t there one even more important?

Isn’t it just as important (or even more so) for us to invest in our spiritual well being and relationship with our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ?  Isn’t it interesting friends home much time and energy we put into the latter of these two areas of our lives?  The one who came down from the heavens to bear our inequities gets the least amount of time and attention, and investment from us. We have every intention of praying but we get too busy doing some household chore. We have the time read a romance novel or a sports magazine, but not enough time to meditate on GOD’s word (The Bible).  Or we’ll come out with one of these, “Well, we were going to go to church, but we had to clean the garage and get a few other things done before Monday.”

Friends, GOD knows our every thought before we can even think of it. He knows how much we invest in all parts of our lives, yet he is always faithful and true.  I pray that we all take some time re-evaluate our investments.

Believe me friends I know we all (especially me) struggle to put Christ first in all things that we say and do each day. But I can tell you that if we are putting Christ first, constantly examining ourselves, keep ourselves in prayer, and living out Christ’s great commandment, to love one another as ourselves, the return on our investment is guaranteed everlasting life with our savior. Now that doesn’t sound like a bad return on our investment.

With Blessings,

Dan Martin for the Diaconate
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                                           HAPPY THANKSGIVING

The Thanksgiving Eve Union Service this year will be held at The First Congregational Church of Lebanon on Wednesday November 24th at 7:00 PM
Franklin Congregational Church
Annual Stewardship Message












November, 2010
Dear Members & Friends,
May God’s grace be with you as you receive this year’s Annual Stewardship Message.  I look upon this time as a time to remember all of GOD’s blessings that he bestows upon each one of us. The gifts of family, friends and good health are a just a few we enjoy each and every day. I am prayerful that each one of us seeks to do GODs will in the area of stewardship this year. 

Psalm 107:1 Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good: his love endures forever.

When people think about giving, they automatically think about money. But this Stewardship letter is to ask you to consider more prayerfully, your contribution this year.  Even though finances are tight, God has given us other gifts that we can share such as our presence, participation, energy, talents, and faithfulness.  We realize that everyone is trying to be careful with their finances in today’s economy; however, your pledge is an important planning piece in our annual church budget.  

It is the practice of returning a portion of all that God has blessed us with.

Matthew 6:21 For where your treasure is there will your heart be also.
As our church continues to grow both in numbers and spiritual commitment to Christ, it is important for us to evaluate through prayer what commitment can we give to GOD’s church?

 
1 Corinthians 12:4, 5 There are different kinds of gifts, but the same Spirit. 
There are different kinds of service, but the same Lord.  


2 Corinthians  9:7  God loves a cheerful giver.

If you are not currently worshiping at the Franklin Congregational Church, come, and you will find the doors are open and the WELCOME MAT is out.  We are living, loving, and learning the pathway of life, following the Word of Christ on our journey of faith.

We hope that you will consider giving of your time, talent, and treasure in the coming year. Pledges will be dedicated on Stewardship Sunday November 28, 2010. 







Yours in Christ,






The Stewardship Committee,







Wendy Gaudette








    Dan Martin

HOW ARE YOUR 3 T’S?

Stewardship isn’t something that is a once a year event in the life of our church; it is an ongoing activity all year long.

TIME


TALENT


TREASURE
We have all been blessed with the 3 T’s.  Not all of us have them in the same manner or degree.  Each of us is an individual with differing abilities to show our stewardship and give of our 3 T’s to our church and to each other.

We have the opportunity to express our areas of interest and the ways we choose to use them to benefit our church.  The following is a list of committees and other activities where you can indicate your interest in participating.  Please check the areas that interest you.  (You could use your initials if more than one person or family member is using the same form.)  By completing this form, you help the Nominating Committee to know where you might like to serve.  The following is a very brief description (not including all of the details) of what the committees do. Please Note: If you would like to volunteer in some area, but have not gone through the membership process, do not feel excluded. This form is for you too. Thank You!  

Check here

​​________  BOARD OF DEACONS:  Consists of 4 men and 4 women responsible for ministering to the spiritual interest of the church and consults with the Pastor on duties and procedures of concern to the Pastor and the congregation.

________  BOARD OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION:  To supervise and direct Church School education.

________  BUILDINGS AND GROUNDS COMMITTEE:  To have general care and oversight for maintenance of church buildings and grounds and to supervise the church custodian.

________  CEMETERY COMMITTEE:  To exercise general care and maintenance of the cemeteries.

________  FELLOWSHIP COMMITTEE:  (Part A Ways and Means) to plan and conduct fund-raising programs to supplement the church budget.  (Part B) to plan and conduct social fellowship activities for church members.

________  FINANCE COMMITTEE:  To conduct financial planning relating to the church, to review committee budgets, and to submit a proposed budget annually.

________  FLOWER COMMITTEE:  To provide flowers for all church services.

________  HISTORIAN COMMITTEE:  To research and maintain historical records and memorabilia.  Prepare a message for Founder’s Day (1st Sunday in November).

________  KITCHEN COMMITTEE:  To keep current supply of consumable items and paper goods on hand and keep the kitchen clean and in workable condition.

________  MEMORIAL GIFTS COMMITTEE:  To seek agreeable expending of memorial funds and keep a record of gifts in the memorial book.

________  MISSIONS COMMITTEE:  To sponsor programs to aid those in need and to educate the church members regarding mission activities at home and abroad.

________  MUSIC COMMITTEE:  To coordinate with the Pastor to provide music for all church services.

________  STEWARDSHIP COMMITTEE:  To carry out a year-round program of Christian Stewardship.

CHURCH COUNCIL IS MADE UP OF REPRESENTATIVES OF EACH COMMNITTEE AND THE DEACONS.

________  GREETERS:  Welcome members and friends as they enter the church on Sunday mornings.

________  USHERS:  See that everyone has a worship bulletin and collect the offering.

________  ACOLYTE:  Children grade 3 and up learn the meaning and procedures for lighting the candles before worship begins.

________  LAY READER:  Read a prayer followed by the Lord’s Prayer and a responsive or unison reading during the church service.

________  CHOIR:  Sing at Sunday morning worship services and special worship services.

________  SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHER:  Present prepared material to class of children on a rotating basis.

________  YOUTH ACTIVITIES:  help to organize and chaperone youth events.

________  COFFEE HOUR HOST:  Bring some munchies or goodies and make coffee and punch.  Set up before church service and clean up after coffee hour.

________  HELP WITH FUNDRAISERS:  Help to set up, prepare, serve, or clean up at suppers or other fundraisers.

________  HELP WITH COMMUNITY OUTREACH:  Sharing the love of the Lord in the Franklin area.

________  OTHER:  If there is something else you would like to do, please list that here:

FINANCIAL GIVING:  Consider giving a percentage of your income expressed in the following terms:


Please fill in either weekly, monthly, quarterly, or annually based on your planned contribution schedule. This will greatly assist the finance committee in preparing the annual budget. Thank You! 

WEEKLY  $ __________
multiply by 52 equals Annual $ __________

Or Monthly $ __________
multiply by 12 equals Annual $ __________

Or Quarterly $ __________
multiply by 4 equals Annual $ __________

Or Annual $ ____________

NAME:  ______________________________________   PHONE :  _________________
ADDRESS:  _____________________________________________________________

E-MAIL :  ______________________________________

In order to facilitate a timely budget process, please complete this Form by November 28, 2010. 

It can be returned with your church pledge, submitted to a Stewardship Committee Member, or mailed attention Stewardship Committee.  Thank you.

. 

To handle yourself, use your head..
To handle others, use your heart..
The will of God will never lead you where the grace of God cannot keep you. 
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    KEEPING OUR CHURCH CLEAN
Please take a turn at cleaning the church; if we all work together the task will not fall

on just a few people.

     Finance Committee
The Finance Committee will soon be meeting to put next year's budget together. Please submit budget requests as soon as possible to Russ Beisiegel, Veronica Calvert or Kelly Martin. This process takes some time so your prompt attention to this matter will be appreciated and helpful. Thank you.
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         Wednesday Night Bible Study  

               7:00 PM – 8:30 PM
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1st Sunday Evening Contemporary Worship Service 
November 7th, 6:30 - 8:00 p.m.
     .
HISTORICAL COMMITTEE

We met a couple of times this past month planning for Founders Day on November 7th.   We also browsed through some pictures, papers and books donated by Althea Davis Stadler.  Our topic for Founders Day will be on Rev. and  Mrs. Tate.  Our thirteenth pastor and first woman to serve Franklin Congregational Church.

               Barbara Morin, Irene Morgan


      Committee Members 
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Assistant Treasurer

The end of the year is coming, so it is time to make sure we are caught up on our pledges. In lieu of the normal Quarterly pledge sheets- I will be handing out a pledge sheet that is current thru October 17th. I apologize for not getting out the usual quarterly statements. 

If you have any questions pertaining to your statement, or if you feel there are any errors, please feel free to contact me. 

Thanks for you patience with me this year as your Assistant Treasurer. It is a much bigger job than I anticipated- a few issues I am working on is trying to get the deposits to the bank in a more timely manner (thanks Mom!) and trying to device a spreadsheet that is more user friendly. 
   
I can be reached by email:wgaudette@comcast.net                         or at home 860 642-1800.

Thank you   Wendy Gaudette
[image: image9.jpg]



              
 
Thanksgiving is basically the story of the Pilgrims and their thankful community feast at Plymouth, Massachusetts.

The Pilgrims, who set sail from Plymouth, England on a ship called the Mayflower on September 6, 1620, were bound for the resourceful 'New World'. The Mayflower was a small ship crowded with men, women and children, besides the sailors on board. Aboard were passengers comprising the 'separatists', who called themselves the "Saints", and others, whom the separatists called the"Strangers".

After land was sighted in November following 66 days of a lethal voyage, a meeting was held and an agreement of truce was worked out. It was called the Mayflower Compact. The agreement guaranteed equality among the members of the two groups. They merged together to be recognized as the "Pilgrims." They elected John Carver as their first governor. 

Although Pilgrims had first sighted the land off Cape Cod, Massachusetts, they did not settle until they arrived at a place called Plymouth. It was Captain John Smith who named the place after the English port-city in 1614 and had already settled there for over five years. And it was there that the Pilgrims finally decided to settle. Plymouth offered an excellent harbor and plenty of resources. The local Indians were also non-hostile.

But their happiness was short-lived. Ill-equipped to face the winter on this estranged place they were ravaged thoroughly. 

Somehow they were saved by a group of local Native Americans who befriended them and helped them with food. Soon the natives taught the settlers the technique to cultivate corns and grow native vegetables, and store them for hard days. By the next winter they had raised enough crops to keep them alive. The winter came and passed by without much harm. The settlers knew they had beaten the odds and it was time to celebrate.

They celebrated it with a grand community feast wherein the friendly native Americans were also invited. It was kind of a harvest feast, the Pilgrims used to have in England. The recipes entail "corn" (wheat, by the Pilgrims usage of the word), Indian corn, barley, pumpkins and peas, "fowl" (specially "waterfowl"), deer, fish. And yes, of course the yummy wild turkey.

However, the third year was real bad when the corns got damaged. Pilgrim Governor William Bradford ordered a day of fasting and prayer, and rain happened to follow soon. To celebrate - November 29th of that year was proclaimed a day of thanksgiving. This date is believed to be the real beginning of the present Thanksgiving Day.

Though the Thanksgiving Day is presently celebrated on the fourth Thursday of every November. This date was set by President Franklin D. Roosevelt in 1939 (approved by Congress in 1941). Earlier it was the last Thursday in November as was designated by the former President Abraham Lincoln. But sometimes the last Thursday would turn out to be the fifth Thursday of the month. This falls too close to the Christmas, leaving the businesses even less than a month's time to cope up with the two big festivals. Hence the change.

 
MISSION SUNDAY
November 21st is Missions Sunday.  The guest speaker will be Stan Winman, missionary to the Biker Culture, working with the Christian Motorcycle Association.  Please support our missions department as they seek to support missionary endeavors at home and abroad.
Blue Slope Country Museum, Inc. 

Advent Activity 2010

Horse Drawn Wagon Ride

Sing Traditional Christmas Carols

Make an Old Fashion Christmas Ornament

Enjoy Wassail Punch and Cocoa

Friday November 26

Sunday November 28

Saturday December 4

Sunday December 5

Rides begin at 1:00, 1:45, 2:30 and 3:15

$7.00 for ages 3 and up.

For more information www.blueslope.com
God's cake.... 
This is about the best thing
I've ever read as an explanation. 
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Sometimes we wonder,
'What did I do to deserve this?' or
'Why did God have to do this to me?'
Here is a wonderful explanation!
A daughter is telling her Mother how everything 
is going wrong, she's failing algebra, her boyfriend broke up with her and her best friend is moving away. Meanwhile, her Mother is baking a cake and asks her daughter if she would like a snack, and the daughter says, 'Absolutely Mom, I love your cake.' 
'Here, have some cooking oil,' her Mother offers. 
'Yuck' says her daughter. 'How about a couple raw eggs?' 'Gross, Mom!' 'Would you like some flour then? Or maybe baking soda?' 
'Mom, those are all yucky!' To which the mother replies:’ Yes, all those things seem bad all by themselves. But when they are put together in the 
right way, they make a wonderfully delicious cake! ' 
God works the same way. Many times we wonder why He would let us go through such bad and difficult times. But God knows that when He puts these things all in His order, they always work for good! We just have to trust Him and, eventually, they will all make something wonderful! 
God is crazy about you.
He sends you flowers every spring and
a sunrise every morning.
Whenever you want to talk, He'll listen.
He can live anywhere in the universe,
and He chose your heart. 
If you like this, send this on 
to the people you really care about. 
Life may not be the party we hoped for, but while we are 
here we might as well dance! 
I Hope Your Day is a Piece of Cake 
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On Sunday October 24, 2010 the Taftville Congregational Church hosted a celebration for Rev. Robert Wright’s 50 years of Ordination.  Rev. Robert Wright served the Franklin Congregational Church from 1980 to 1990. 
Nine representatives from this church attended the celebration.    
CONGRADULATIONS REV. WRIGHT
ANNUAL REPORTS[image: image7.wmf]
The end of the year is fast approaching; we need to be thinking of writing our annual reports.  

Shortly I am going to be e-mailing the membership list with addresses, telephone numbers and e-mail addresses.  Please go over the list for additions or corrections.  I would like to have that done by the end of November

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION COMMITTEE

ADVENT WORKSHOP
 

Sunday Nov 28th will be our annual Advent Workshop to decorate the sanctuary and work on a craft idea. We will have a pot luck meal and then do our decorating with Christmas carols. All ages are welcome- please come and join in the fun. Time to be announced (likely around 5pm)

 

CHRISTMAS PAGEANT
 

Our Christmas pageant program run by the children will be on Sunday Dec 19th at 10 am. There will be carols, scripture, and the nativity pageant called "The Little Star".

 

CANDLELIGHT SERVICE
 

The Candlelight Service will be on Sunday Dec 19th in the evening (7 or 7:30 pm) time to be announced. There will be carols, scripture, Christmas sermon, and lighting of the Christ Advent candle and our own individual candles to "Silent Night". Please plan to join us for this annual event welcome to the whole community.
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       Cooking of the chicken at the fall barbeque Saturday October 23rd


 I do not have the final total profit yet.  Last I heard we had $2,400.00 before selling leftovers on Sunday and before bills were paid.  My I guess is that the profit would be over $1,500.00.  I am sure that Cindy and Dan will give us a final  tally soon.
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